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Minutes of the Aldwincle Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 5th September 2022 at the 
Village Hall commencing at 7:30pm. 
 
Present: 
Bob Blakeman Chairman 
John Lawrence 
Barry Watts 
Bernard Lowe 
Paul Williams 
Tim Hankins 
Mrs Vicki Cook 
 
Richard Reed – Clerk 
 
Mr Steve Barber. Kierwsp  Part meeting 
 
There were three residents present Part meeting 
 
22/090 Public Open Time 
It was suggested that the Parish Council apply for a 20mph speed restriction in the village. Mr Barber 
said that it was rare for such limits to be approved in Northamptonshire and the Police do not enforce 
these limits. He further explained that a 20mph restriction can only be considered if the 85 percentile 
speed is only just above 20mph. 
22/091 Apologies 
None 
22/092 Declarations of Interest 
Pecuniary Interest: Cllr. Mrs Cook: planning application NE/22/01012/FUL, neighbouring property. 
To declare any other interests: None 
To consider any requests for dispensations: None 
22/093 Vehicle Activated Speed Indicator 
The Chairman said that four quotes had now been received and Truvelo had given an on-site 
demonstration. Mr Barber gave a presentation on the VAS speaking of types, costs and effectiveness. 
If the Parish Council decided to proceed he would arrange to inspect the proposed site and advise 
accordingly. A Highways Act 1980 section 50 licence would be required at a cost of £335. An application 
could be made for a grant to cover the rest of the costs. Other sites in the village could be added to the 
licence at a later date. Mr Barber said he would send a spreadsheet of approved companies and their 
products. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Barber for his presentation and the latter left at 8:05pm together with the 
residents. 
The Chairman asked if a VAS should be acquired. On a show of hands there were six for and one 
against going ahead with the project. The Chairman proposed applying for a grant and Cllr. Williams is 
to review the products available upon receipt of Mr Barber’s spreadsheet and agree the site with Mr 
Barber. Action: PW 
22/094 To Approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20.06.22 
It was proposed by Cllr. Lawrence and seconded by Cllr. Lowe that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting 
of the Parish Council held on 20th June 2022, and having previously been circulated, be accepted and 
signed as a true record of that meeting. Agreed unanimously. 
22/095  Matters arising. 
Cllr Blakeman had provided the signs for the dog bins. 
22/096 Village Hall 
Cllr. Lowe reported on Village Hall activities.  
22/097 Play Area 
Cllr. Blakeman said that the loose fireman’s pole had now tightened following the return to wetter 
weather conditions. The litter situation appeared to be improving. 
The posts of the fencing between the Village Hall and the play area were rotting and needed replacing. 
It was suggested that the fence and gate be removed and Cllr. Blakeman suggested referring this to 
the Village Hall Committee for approval. Action: BL 
 
22/098 Highways 
Cllr. Williams had previously circulated his report. 



Chairman                                                                                Date 

 

Cllr. Hankins asked about the situation with the temporary fencing at the gable end of the property in 
Main St. Cllr. Blakeman had met PCSO Butter and a more permanent fence was expected as any 
repairs would not expected to be carried out until the spring. 
Cllr Watts spoke of displaced setts near 99 Main St. Cllr. Blakeman said he take a photograph the next 
day and report it to Fix My Street. Action: BB 
An old dinghy had been abandoned near the first Thorpe Bridge. Cllr. Blakeman said he would report 
this to NNC. Action: BB  
22/099 Street Lighting 
It was reported that the street light by Manor Farm was not working. Cllr. Mrs Cook said she would 
report this to E.ON. Action: VC 
The replacement lantern has been fitted. 
22/100 Grass Cutting 
Cllr. Blakeman had spoken to another potential contractor who has now quoted for the rest of this year’s 
mowing at All Saints Church and the village green. Charles Faulkner has agreed to cut the Play area 
and Village hall for the rest of the year. 
The draft tender for 2023 had been circulated by Cllr. Blakeman and this was discussed. Cllr. Blakeman 
said he would amend the draft following these discussions and present the document to the October 
meeting. Action: BB 
22/101 Pocket Park 
As nothing had been heard from Savills since a further e-mail from Cllr. Blakeman, it was decided not 
to renew the holding lease and return responsibility for the Pocket Park area to them. Savills are to be 
notified by letter. Action: Clerk 
22/102 Correspondence 
As list previously circulated to councillors. 
Cllr. Blakeman had sent the defibrillator back to the manufacturers for the software to be updated and 
it was now back in place. 
Cllr. Blakeman had attended a meeting regarding the AONB and discussed the progress being made. 
22/103 Planning 
a) The following application was considered:  
NE/22/01012: Heat source pump at Trinity CE School. Councillors had concerns over the noise, 
visibility from the road, loss of parking and the fact that work had already commenced. The Clerk is to 
notify NNC of the Parish Council’s concerns. Action: Clerk 
b)  No applications had been considered since the last meeting. 
c) There were no other planning matters.  
22/104 Finance 

(i) The Clerk presented the statement of accounts. 
(ii) The following invoices were approved for payment, proposed by Cllr. Blakeman   and seconded 

by Cllr. Lawrence. 
 
Retrospective 
12.07.22 NCALC £263.61 Cheque No.200154 
10.08.22 Francis Hale 3x invoices £305.00 Cheque No. 200155 
 
E.ON £324.00 Cheque No. 200156 
 

(iii) It was proposed by Cllr. Blakeman and seconded by Cllr. Lawrence that the Parish Council 
would continue with the SAAA annual audit arrangements. 

(iv) The Clerk had received a penalty notice from HMRC regarding the alleged failure to file on time 
during the first quarter. He has discussed this with Phil Hector and it is not applicable as the 
salary is paid quarterly. A letter has been sent to HMRC pointing this out. 

22/105 Items Requiring Urgent Attention, For Information or For the Next Agenda 
Cllr. Mrs Cook will stand in for Cllr Lawrence at the NNC Forum. 
Cllr Lawrence spoke of the forthcoming Flower Show. 
22/106 Date of Next Meeting 
17th October 2022 to be held in the Village Hall. 
 
There being no further urgent business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:32pm. 


