STAUNCH update March 2026
Yet Further Failings by North Northants Council
In the January edition of the Titchmarsh Times we were able to give updates that STAUNCH had submitted an application to the High Court for a judicial review of the decision by North Northants Council to grant planning permission for the Glebe Land site. Only a small percentage of applications to the High Court are successful in progressing past the initial stages. However, STAUNCH are proud of the fact we have provided sufficient evidence allowing the court to grant a full hearing of our case. The case will be heard at the High Court in London on 24/25 June this year.
Our original grounds for judicial review are based primarily on the failure of the Council to carry out their legal obligations in respect of the planning application. However, more recently we have obtained further evidence of potential environmental offences having occurred in the grounds of Lilford Hall Estate. These new issues have direct impact on the suitability of the estate as mitigation land. Land that is essential to offset environmental damage caused by the Glebe Land development.
These infringements were known to the Council prior to them issuing the deciding notice granting planning permission for the Glebe Land and despite this, the Council did not take them into consideration. Both the Environment Agency and the Councils’ Environmental Protection Team did not carry out sufficient investigation and enforcement; with own admission they did not have the resources and infighting between the two agencies as to who had the legal duty to do so.
This new evidence has been deposited at the High Court as further grounds for the judicial review. In addition, STAUNCH are submitting formal complaints to both the Council and Environment Agency re their failure to carry out their duties. 
A big thank you to so many of you who have responded to our appeal for financial support; this will undoubtedly help provide necessary funds required to cover the legal costs involved in these actions. 
It is hard to believe that all this started five years ago, when the Diocese of Peterborough sold an option on the Glebe Land to IM Properties, a five year period during which your continued support has been unwavering. 
In addition to all your individual support, STAUNCH have recently received a £3,500 grant from the NEW GAP Fund, a charitable trust providing financial support for projects focused on the protection or development of natural environments. (www.newgapfund.com)
Our fundraising team continue activity helping ensure STAUNCH have sufficient money to take on the council and developers on your behalf. As part of this they have arranged a series of fund raising events over the coming months with full details to published on our website and through social media. 

Should anyone wish to donate please visit our GoFundMe page https://www.gofundme.com/f/wildlife-not-warehouses-2994q
Please do share this link on your own social media channels.

If you prefer to pay directly to the STAUNCH bank account, please do not hesitate to email me for the relevant bank details.
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